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12 November 2024 

Dear Carolyn, 

Thank you for your letter dated 16 October enclosing details of the Stolen Lives, Homes Not 
Hospitals campaign petition. 

I met members of the Stolen Lives campaign and several Senedd members earlier this 
month to listen to their concerns and to outline the Welsh Government’s position on this 
matter. I also wrote to all Senedd members covering many of the issues covered in this 
petition on 29 August. I enclose a copy of that letter for your information. 

We share the campaign’s view that a hospital bed is not a home and wherever possible 
people with learning disabilities should receive their care at home or as close to home as 
they can. This is a key priority for us and a specific commitment within the Learning 
Disability Strategic Action Plan 2022-2026. 

We are undertaking a significant amount of work in this area to achieve this objective, 
working with our stakeholders and partners from the NHS Executive, health boards, local 
authorities, the third and private sectors under the umbrella of the independent Learning 
Disability National Implementation and Assurance Group. However, I acknowledge that a lot 
of this work is being carried out beyond the public’s view and we need to ensure people are 
aware of and can contribute to helping tackle these issues.  

We are working with the NHS Executive to improve the capture and analysis of data around 
the number of adults with a learning disability who are receiving care in an inpatient 
environment. This work will help us determine how we can best reduce these numbers. We 
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are exploring how we can publish this information as well as starting work on a similar data 
collection process for children and young people.   

I have tasked the Learning Disability Ministerial Advisory Group (LDMAG) with establishing 
a task and finish group which will work to address the five key concerns raised by the Stolen 
Lives campaign in its manifesto, aligning this to the work we are already undertaking in this 
area. Members of the Stolen Lives campaign are key contributors to this task and finish 
group, which held its inaugural meeting on 15 October. 

This is a complex area of work. I have asked the group to provide me with 
recommendations about how we address these key challenges and barriers by the summer 
2025. 

I would be happy to share the report and my response with Senedd Members and the 
committee when it is available. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sarah Murphy AS/MS 
Y Gweinidog Iechyd Meddwl a Llesiant 
Minister for Mental Health and Wellbeing 


